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Title:     Insuring product safety /  

             A laboratory perspective  

 

Watch for details coming soon... 
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BENCH TALK 

WLA Scholarships! 

The Wisconsin Laboratory Association is proud to announce that we are offering three $500.00 

scholarships for 2009! 

All applicants must meet the following requirements: 

Must be enrolled in a curriculum that will enable him/her to pursue a career in a non-

medical laboratory related field.   

Must have at least a 3.0 or higher grade point average. 

The student does not have to be a member of WLA to be eligible. 

The deadline for submitting completed applications and supporting documentation is  

October 1, 2009. 

 

The scholarships will be awarded at the 2009 WLA Fall Conference. 

For more information: 

Visit the WLA Website: http://www.wisconsinlabassociation.org 

Or email: ginas@jonesdairyfarm.com or MPischke@gbmsd.org 



1. Everyone must wear a lab coat or lab 

apron (flame resistant or retardant) 

while in the laboratory. 

2. Keep all books and personal items off 

of your workbench. 

3. All open cuts must be properly 

bandaged and covered with a plastic 

glove. 

4. Upon entering the lab and after 

finishing, wash down your bench space 

with disinfectant and/or appropriate 

cleaners. 

5. Do not consume or store food in the 

laboratory. 

6. Discard contaminated equipment into 

disinfectant or biohazard container. 

7. Report all accidents. 

8. Long hair must be tied back or tucked 

under the lab coat so that it cannot fall 

over a burner and catch fire. 

9. Closed-toe shoes must be warn at all 

times. 

10. Wash hands with soap and water or 

disinfectant before leaving the 

laboratory. 

Laboratory Safety Reminders 

 

To help keep our laboratories safe, here are some important safety reminders: 

Membership Dues Update: 

Currently, membership dues are $10.00 per year.  As 

with many things over time, dues need to increase to 

accommodate the higher costs.  Therefore, 2010 

membership dues will be increased to $20.00 per 

year.  This will be discussed at the WLA Fall 

Conference. 

To become a member and/or pay membership dues, 

please turn to page 4 of this newsletter for the form 

and address information. 

Opportunities: 

“Current Concepts in Foodborne Pathogens and Rapid and 

Automated Methods in Food Microbiology” Conference 

When: October 18-21, 2009 

Where: UW-River Falls 

What: Presentations and discussions on foodborne 

pathogens, toxins, allergens and other food safety and 

quality issues.  Speakers from academia, industry and 

regulatory agencies. 

For More Information:   

Visit: www.uwrf.edu/afs-all/institutes/foodmicro 

Or email: foodmicro@uwrf.edu 

Post  job openings here for free!   

To post a job opening or any other opportunity, please send 

us an email with the information: 

Email: betty.beck@grande.com 

            kristine.louden@grande.com 

      or   nicole.schneider@grande.com 

             



LAB LOL 

Benchtalk would like to go ògreenó by emailing 

copies of the newsletter, instead of mailing.   

 

To make this possible, we need your help.  

Please forward your email address to: 

 

benchtalkchair@wisconsinlabassociation.org 

Letõs Go Green! 

Previous President: 

Debbie Cherney 

Cherney Microbiological Services 

dcherney@cherneymicro.com 

 

President: 

Joanne Ruebl 

Cherney Microbiological Services 

jruebl@cherneymicro.com 

 

Vice-President: 

Kami Fusco 

Northland Laboratories 

kfusco@northlandlabs.com 

 

Second Vice-President: 

Karrie Bierhals 

Northland Laboratories 

kbierhals@northlandlabs.com 

 

Secretary: 

Tammy DeNamur 

Birds Eye Foods, Inc 

tdenamur@birdseyefood.com 

 

Treasurer: 

Mary Pischke 

Green Bay Met. Sewage 

mpischke@gbmsd.org 

Board Members at Large: 

Betty A. Beck 

Grande Cheese Company 

betty.beck@grande.com 

 

Nicole Schneider 

Grande Cheese Company 

nicole.schneider@grande.com 

 

Mary Ann Baumgart 

MVTL 

mbaumgart@mvtl.com 

 

 

Nominations Committee: 

OPEN 

 

 

Membership Committee: 

Joanne Ruebl 

Cherney Microbiological Services 

jruebl@cherneymicro.com 

 

 

Suppliers Committee: 

Fritz Buss 

Nelson Jameson 

f.buss@nelsonjameson.com 

Meet the 2009 Board of Directors/Committee Members 

Visit our Website! 

www.wisconsinlabassociation.org  

 

Two sodium atoms were 

walking along the street 

when one stops and says, ñOh my 

goodness, I think Iôve lost an 

electron!ò.   

ñAre you sure?ò asks his companion.  

 ñYesò, replies the first sodium atom, 

ñIôm positiveò. 



Membership Application 

Wisconsin Laboratory Association  

Benchtalk  

P.O. Box 154  

DePere, WI 54115  

Want to join WLA? 

All you need to do is fill out the application below and mail payment to: 

WLA Membership 

P.O. Box 154 

De Pere, WI 54115 

I wish to join WLA as a  ________ Regular Member ($10.00/yr) 

________ Student/Retiree Member ($4.00/yr) 

________ I wish to donate to the Scholarship Fund 

____ Enclosed is a tax deductible contribution 

Name: _____________________________________ Title: ________________________________________ 

Company: _____________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ City: ____________________________ State: _____ 

Zip: _____________ Phone: (_____) _______________ Email: ___________________________________ 

Participation Interests 

[    ]  Conference Planning Committee 

[    ]  Benchtalk Newsletter 

[    ]  Marketing 

[    ]  Education/Exhibits 

[    ]  Membership [    ]  Nomination and Election 

[    ]  Scholarships and Awards 

Please forward your comments, arti-

cles or news items to the editors. 

Editors: Betty Beck 

              Kristine Louden 

              Nicole Schneider 

               

Grande Cheese Company 

301 E. Main St. 

Lomira, WI  

 

Ph: (920) 269-1314 

Fax: (920) 269-4302 

 

Email: betty.beck@grande.com 

            kristine.louden@grande.com 

            nicole.schneider@grande.com 


